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. Project Interviews 

By Murrey Merder ., > \ Vth4 t* mik trnm '& <» » f Uft r ***'- ***““ ' 

' " v Itaw , ,i i ,*.,1 , . . 

v-eHow dot* the Soviet cetera nelly take* to „ 

wit ! 1 

♦ ****»~ ** *• **■»&/ JS^yjSS^a 



An tmptkxud fto-yMr; w ’ 

March project an the Soviet Union* cop* 
ducted by e cnde mk e with fipdevnl tomdnt> 
wm dieckned pubUdy yesterday, two yean 
after beinf launched with greet funfidentiel- 
ity to p r ee er v e He objectivity. 

The study tape what monp e^ecfftlst* !*^ 
pad m one of the deepeet weQa of infbnpa- 
tion on the Soviet Union svtflsbb uiti»*«Tnirri>fBi or diUdren of such narriagee; 10 
Waal, the mott ttpn 260*000 Sd^cWiMa ^pabcentaie Armenian, and the mpaindar an 
<• who have emigrated from the 1 9 dari^ : • w<if 

«oce tom , ftm thie pool of emigreei a edentiftcally 

About IdOJMO of tham.rte^tlw oej^ nunpliiif of 2*00 her been selected 
United 8tetee. TMty era the prime source of for interviews to minlmin bin cmued by 
dete beinf ryetamatically Muninad. tor above-average education and inoone, skilled 

t ».. i <u- .»>-> >...t.i i< e» l i ‘ • V. • * _ ’ ! * 1 • . 

■ ’ ".ra w 

<fco«pio«id by Oerter odminjatnlian Soviet 
•podaliet Maiahnll Shutman, end official^ 

Wnhb^on', prim, prapo«St of ftfeSy 

supported raaeanh on the Soviet Union, An- 
drew W.ManhaB of the Pent*ou, „ . .. 

^ K. G»k, special Metant lor Soviet 
“* Bmt-We* alter in the State Depart*, 
wirt Bureau pf IntalHgsnee and Research, 
said that, while UA acholan have drawn on . 
the Soviet emigre community for apedeliaed 
ra^pjW^ the project now under way 
ie *to ny knowledft the larfeet single social 
waence project the U A fovenunent hrt ever 
financed.* 


a Where it the Soviet systqro going? _ 

Project spokesmen said approximately 85 Scv^fay nia n jm %r ete%pd^ynortu* 

percent of these Soviet emigres fen static ^niti* ,y$g OWtwUv- to9 WM Pl.BmiieA 

tioeliy deseed ee Jewish, although many were : 

only nominally Jewish or noo-Jewi in mixed 


emigra*twb*fn lotto late 1960 s, ppekedr 

MniMMili M 

P*py toa *! u 

t recalled |Mtacdan rquodered on bn 
cam thrtitini^tttyuptbonAifM Row. A 
That promptad llw pfmut etudy, first “ 


* V S 




Defense Department, lam than one-third 
torn the CIA’, “overt tide* end T 5 toMper.i 
cent horn State,*' mostly in services, 

The project ie officially funded by tho Ne* 
tiooel Council for Soviet and East B ino pe e n 
Remeich, an independent noopibAtwpo- 
«f*» emoted in 1979, end final raaponaibil- 
ity for it mete with acade mi cs, not govern- 
ment officials. * 

Research ie directed by a nine-member 
group of scholar*, headed by Prof. James A 
Miller, professor of economica at the Univer- 
sity of Illinois. The project employe 92 bOin- 
„ ; fuel interviewers, mainly UA graduate and 

IfcwIthrtWmmefth.m thU e d post-graduate etudenta in Soviet affairs. 
tfA million has ett«w*ed and that Hrat published reeulU am expected in about 
nearly two-thirde of the amount is (hep the a year. 
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DCI/ICS/ 83-3236 
13 October 1983 


MEMORANDUM FOR: 


SUBJECT: 


VC/CIPC 

ES/CIPC 

[HUM I NT 

"HS1GINT 

jCOMIREX 

Meeting on Soviet Civil Unrest 
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1. On 7 October 1983, I attended a meeting chaired by Stan Moskowicz, 
NIO/USSR-EE, on the magnitude of civil unrest in the Soviet Union. Attendees 
included representatives from FBIS, DDO, CRES, SOVA, State, Army Air Force, 
and DIA. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss_Jhe_le_vel of knowledge 

about the topic, 


2 | | NIC, discussed his preparation of the National 

Intelligence Memorandum, April 1983, on "Dimensions of the 

Soviet Union." He stated that, recognizing that the forces for continuity 
within the USSR are strong, he nevertheless searched for ins ; a ^ es ot 
demonstration, strikes, rfcts. and political violence line. 19 70. *« 

280 examples. These are not reflections of politics. or intellectua 
jz-.zj ce . ra +K er they are largely blue collar in nature. Less than half 

were caused by consumer shortages; however, when combined Austria 1 

nationalities problems, they amount to the majority. They include industrial 
unrest and assassination attempts; in general, Estonia has the largest number 
of examples. He cited the unique contribution of FBIS reporting from Western 
Europe on the topic. A key point he noted was the time lag in reporting on 
civil d i sturbance sj over 50% of the repo rts__arg_!Pore than_a_jiear afte_r_the 


incident , 


3. He stated that he encountered two views: 
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a. That the data exaggerates the actual level of occurrences (few 
multiple-source reports, emigres are unreliable, etc.;. 

b. That the reports are merely the tip of the iceberg. (C) 


4. 

statistical 
sources 


approacn 
in reporting 


of 

to 

on 


the DDI Analytic Support Group discussed his 

the problem. He noted a significant disparity among 

different areas, and a similar disparity among sources 
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in reporting on different types of incidents. In comparing classified and 
unclassified reporting, only 7 of 105 incidents were reported in both, leading 
to a high level of statistical uncertainty that most incidents are reported. 

An unclassified study on Soviet civil unrest currently being prepared for Andy 
Marshall, OSD/Net Assessment, will provide a totally independent data base and 
a useful tool for comparison. 

Discussion Points : 

believes that a va riety of data bases exist, 
but that much of the data is untapped . I 


- The question of priorities was raised, 

example. (Military requirements have the highes 
"soft topic" may not be reported/disseminated.) 


- The NIO commented that the topic will never equate to high 
military priorities, but that it is unique in that every USSR 
resident may have some knowledge of the topic. 

- A DIA representative stated that they have initiated a major 
study on the vulnerability of the Sovi et. East German. Polish, 

, and Rumanian regimes to civil unrest. 

and the priority of the topic is being emphasize d | 

The prototype 

study is on Sakhalin and the Kuril Islands (the approach is via 
Administrative Area, not Military Region), and will include an 
examination of the geographic, ethnic, social, and industrial 
factors involved. 

- Another participant suggested modeling the approach to civil 


umi www vii wimw v i v ■ * ■ ■ v 3 '■* 1 5 • 

would have a potential exposure to the topic). 
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The State representative questioned the applicability of the 
ASG's statistical "capture/recapture*' methodology due to the lack 
of homogeneity within the USSR. Projections may not be valid 
from one region to another, thus requiring a regional approach 
such as DIA's. 

Another participant stressed the importance of identifying the 
customer and the need for this information. Is it for DOD 
wartime planning or to assess current Soviet "guns vs. butter" 
policy, or both? A DIA representative cited current Soviet 
efforts indicating increased emphasis on consumer good 
production. 

The SOVA representative stated that they have prepared two 
requirements: one on nationalities, one on dissidents. 
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- The NIO then addressed analysis. 
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— The NIO requested ASG to work with SOVA and DIA to determine 
data processing requirements to satisfy all users. They are 
to report to him in about two weeks. 

The NIO questioned whether or not a conference (open or 
classified) should be held on the topic. It was generally agreed 
that an appropriate time would be after the completion of a major 
work on the topic (apparently a book by the same individual 
preparing the study for Andy Marshall). 

25xl 


5. The next meeting will be held in approximately three weeks, after the 
two reports requested are furnished to the NIO. (U) 
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